A/V APPRECIATION OF THE SANSKRIT \^ORKS

Vazhakunnam proves that his decision of having selected to
study the Adikavya is apt and right. He points out that Rama
himself has certified its meritorious composition after having heard

it43

"^KH^d-lt ^cfr^Rd 1q^af^+1TK
'^I^IW^lt^cl ^^<4 ^(HcN^

^wildi^Rp7! prarfq' '^af y^af ^yn^
'HH^ 4<i^4>i< <W<?IM^ wi^i ^"^a"

Vazhakunnam's poetic talent is evident from this verse. He
says that Ramayana is great as it is written by the great sage
Valmiki. Naturally it is more touching when it flows out of Lava
and Kusa, its living characters. They being the sons of Rama, and
disciples of Valmiki, it has a penetrating appeal. These factors
together influenced even Rama, who finding it sweet and interest-
ing, welcomed it whole-heartedly. Rama's words would have
been a source of encouragement even for Vazhakunnam.

Vazhakunnam reminds Lord Krishna alias Lord
Gumvayurappa, of one of his earlier births as Sri Rama. The poet
calls Lord many a time, and tells him these sweet stories. He
makes his verse so simple and interesting as though Lord
Gumvayurappa is a small child eagerly listening to him. The
poet's brevity suggests us to think of the lack of time the Lord can
spare to hear his words.

43. Vazhakunnam, op.cit. Verse 4 p.2.
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